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1. Right Sektor was disproportionately represented in 

the armed wing of the movement, which emerged as a 

self-defense militia after the security forces repeatedly 

attacked protesters. This militia briefly occupied gov-

ernment buildings as Yanukovic fled and his security 
forces essentially collapsed on Feb. 22. But Right 

Sektor was never hegemonic in either the leadership 

or rank-and-file of the Maidan movement, and its pol-
itics were at odds with many of the movement’s core 

beliefs. See February 2014 petition from Ukrainian 

academics, “Kyiv’s Euromaidan is a Liberationist and 

Not Extremist Mass Action of Civic Disobedience,” 
online at Change.org
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2.  The most serious charge against Bandera’s follow-

ers is that they participated in the Lviv pogrom, mass 

attacks on Jews in that city that broke out after it was 

taken by the Germans in June 1941. It is clear that the 

two-month campaign of killing was carried out both 

by the Nazi occupation and Ukrainian collaboration-

ist forces. The degree of involvement by Bandera’s 

Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) is less clear. It 
should be noted that Bandera himself was arrested by 

the Germans in the midst of the pogrom (for refusing 
to rescind his declaration of Ukrainian independence). 
In the following three years of war and shifting al-

liances, the UPA would sometimes collaborate with 
the Germans against the Soviets, and sometimes fight 
against both. But over this period, Bandera himself 

was being held at Sachsenhausen concentration camp 

in Germany and had no operational control over the 

UPA. See The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine 

by Serhii Plokhy, Basic Books, 2021, p. 267, 281
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3.  In September 2021, Ukraine became a NATO 
“Enhanced Opportunities Partner.” As the White 
House press release makes clear (“Joint Statement 
on the U.S.-Ukraine Strategic Partnership,” Sept. 21, 
2021), this is not a fast-track to NATO, but means the 
Alliance will monitor Ukraine’s progress in assuring 
human rights, transparency, and democratic civilian 

control of the military. In other words, an acknowl-

edgement (however diplomatic the language) that 
Ukraine was not deemed ready for NATO admittance. 
Another precondition for NATO admittance is having 
no outstanding internal territorial conflicts—which 
basically means that the Russian-backed Donbas 
rebellion, ongoing since April 2014, constituted a per-
manent Russian veto on Ukraine joining NATO.
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4. Historians are divided on how many died in the 

mass starvation in Ukraine in 1932-3, known as the 

“Holodomor” (death by hunger), but it was certainly 
in the millions. They are also divided on whether it 

was an intentional genocide of the Ukrainian peo-

ple by Joseph Stalin, or the result of a mismanaged 

forced collectivization of agriculture. It is clear that 

it was not just a “natural disaster”; grain was forcibly 
requisitioned from the peasants. The Holodomor has 

been formally recognized as a “genocide” by several 
governments around the world, including Germa-

ny, Canada and Ireland. It has been recognized as a 
“crime against humanity” by the European Union. 
The Holodomor clearly coincided with a crackdown 

on Ukrainian language and cultural rights, as Stalin 

reversed Lenin’s more tolerant policy on the “national 

question.”

5. Putin has made the requisite homilies to the vic-

tims of Stalin’s terror, but also praised him for turning 

Russia into a Great Power. In his recent interviews 
with American filmmaker Oliver Stone, Putin said that 
“excessive demonization” of Stalin is being used as a 
“means of attacking the Soviet Union and Russia.”
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6. Ilyin was one of several Russian rightist figures 
who fled the Bolsheviks and whose remains were 
repatriated and reinterred in Moscow in 2005. Also 
among these was Gen. Anton Denikin, leader of the 
counter-revolutionary White Russian forces. Putin 
consecrated the graves when they became a public 

memorial at Moscow’s Don Monastery in 2009.

Footnotes



13

Charities for Ukraine

How we can help: 
a list of Ukrainian, Polish and Czech organizations working in the region:

“Come back alive” Ukrainian Fund: Funds for Armed Forces 
https://savelife.in.ua
You can learn more how to donate on their Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/backandalive

The National Bank of Ukraine: Funds for Ukraine’s Armed Forces 
https://bank.gov.ua/en/news/all/natsionalniy-bank-vidkriv-spetsrahu-
nok-dlya-zboru-koshtiv-na-potrebi-armiyi

Polish Humanitarian Action — the biggest Polish humanitarian aid organization.
https://www.pah.org.pl/wplac/

OCHA — Ukraine Humanitarian Fund, UN financing instrument providing 
humanitarian assistance to civilians and sending funds to local charities.
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine/donor-contributions

People in Need— Czech non-governmental organization that implements 
humanitarian relief in Ukraine.
https://www.peopleinneed.net/

Solidarity with Ukraine — fundraising created by the Pomagam.pl Foundation 
and “Nasz Wybór”, which has been working with Ukrainians in Poland since 
2014.
https://pomagam.pl/solidarnizukraina

Ocalenie Foundation – helps refugees, immigrants and repatriates in Poland and 
on the border.
https://www.facebook.com/donate/275450921370284/5225065800860606

WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN, international non-profit organization feeding the 
refugees at the Polish-Ukrainian border. They are doing an amazing job, check 
for yourself by following they live updates on social media.
https://wck.org/

Razom for Ukraine, Razom creates spaces where people meet, partner and work 
together to unlock the potential of Ukraine. https://www.razomforukraine.org/




