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Introduction to second edition
As the capitalist class loses control over society, a new workers’ movement is breaking out. Already, workers 

have conducted over 180 strikes and work place actions over unsafe working conditions. (See PaydayReport.com for 
up-to-date information.) Many of these have been in noon-union work places. Where they are in union work places, 
workers have decided that they cannot wait any longer for the union leadership.

The first article in this pamphlet reviews some of these worker protests and strikes and the conditions that 
made them necessary. These struggles are the basis of any wider movement. However, while workers are fighting not 
to be sickened or even killed at work, they must start to consider how capitalism has created this health disaster. That 
cause is the clash between capitalist development and the natural world. While the capitalist class is powerful, it can 
never overcome the laws of nature. The second article explains the nature of this clash and puts forward some ideas 
of how a workers movement can deal with it.

In this pamphlet:
• New world era: Disaster stalking the planet
• Capitalism clashes with laws of nature; laws of nature more 

powerful
• Dinosaur & reform wings of capitalist class offer no solution
• Socialists must recognize this new world era
• Factory farming & NAFTA Flu
• Wild habitat loss
• Coming pandemics can be even worse
• Nature cannot be “conquered”
• “Regenerative” farming part of solution
• Socialist program necessary for a new workers movement
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A disaster is stalking the planet. It consumes all and 
threatens all. It is the epochal clash
of “society” – in reality capitalism –
against the forces of nature. The
world capitalist class may seem all
powerful, but in the face of the
forces of nature it is a pipsqueak
facing a giant, a tiny boat at sea in a
storm of epic proportions. If this
clash is allowed to play out to the
fullest, the forces of nature must
inevitably sink the capitalist boat….
and carry all its passengers down to
a watery grave with it.

Like King Midas, who
turned everything he touched into
gold, capitalism turns everything it
touches into capital, into a source of profits. That and 
that alone. Every worker in their saner moments knows 
that that is all he or she is, a walking, talking little piece 
of labor power, there to be exploited and cast aside 
when all the potential profits are wrung out of her or 
him. It is the same with the wealth of nature from the 
earliest days of capitalism. 

At the dawn of the 20th century, a similar new 
era had opened up. That was the era in which 
imperialism had spread all over the world, had 
conquered the entire planet. All that was left for it to do 
was fight to redivide the world among the major 
imperialist powers. Coupled with a subsequent 
economic crisis (the Great Depression), this spelled 
disaster for tens of millions. That disaster came in the 
form of two world wars and the rise of fascism.
Today’s capitalist crisis, however, is fundamentally 
different: It is a crisis created not by the laws of 
capitalist economics nor by inter-imperialist rivalries. 
This crisis, this new era, is caused by the collision of 
capitalist development with the laws of nature.

Dinosaur wing of capitalist class: “purge the 
rottenness” 
The capitalist class and their leaders are divided into 
two camps on how to deal with this first global outbreak
of this crisis – the Covid-19 pandemic, just as they were
at the outbreak of the Great Depression. The position of 
one wing of the capitalist class was expressed by the 
banker and “robber baron” Andrew Mellon, who 
advised President Hoover: ““liquidate labor, liquidate 

stocks, liquidate the farmers, liquidate real 
estate. Purge the rottenness out of the system.” 

FDR and his wing,
on the other hand, 
understood that 
steps had to be 
taken to mitigate 
this crisis, and this 
they did with the 
New Deal. Neither 
wing, however, 
was able to prevent
the greatest 
capitalist disaster 
the world had seen 
up until that time –
the rise of fascism 
and WW II.

Vs. Reform wing
Similarly, today, there is a wing of the capitalist 
class that is inclined to simply let Covid-19 rip 
through society, which, they hope, will end up 
with “herd immunity”. This wing is represented 
by the editors of the Wall St. Journal. 

Politicians like Britain’s Boris Johnson 
and the US’s Donald Trump have also been 
inclined in that direction, as is are those in right 
wing think tanks like the Hoover Institute. The 
other, somewhat more sane wing, is best 
represented by the conservative, anti-labor 
governor of New York State, Andrew Cuomo, 
the state where the pandemic hit first and 
hardest. Every day, Cuomo is on TV, explaining
the statistics and what steps are being taken to 
mitigate the disaster. He is the voice of sanity 
and reason.

Both wings led to disaster
Just as in the 1930s the reform wing of 
capitalist strategists sought band-aids while they
ignored the basis of the crisis – the laws of 
capitalist economic development – so today the 
Cuomo wing ignores the basis of this disaster. 
That basis, as we said, is the collision of 
capitalism with the laws of nature. And by 
ignoring this basis, this wing is allowing the 
cause of the crisis to continue unchecked. This 

Capitalism cannot overcome the forces 
of nature.

Capitalism vs. the Laws of Nature
(Capitalism cannot win.)



will only lead to a new and even more devastating crisis
in the future.

Socialists
Socialists should be on the cutting edge of recognizing 
this new era and the unique nature of this crisis, but 
most are not. Nor is that the first time this has happened.
In the then-new era of the domination of world 
imperialism at the turn of the last century, the majority 
of the socialist movement was caught flat footed.
They were unable to adjust. The great majority ended up
supporting their own capitalist class.
Today, we see a similar failure to catch up. The 
overwhelming majority of socialists focus exclusively 
on the struggles of workers for safe work places, the 
way that the federal government is putting prisoners 
(including undocumented immigrant prisoners) at risk, 
and similar issues. Of course the daily struggles must be
fought. But at the same time, it is necessary to discuss 
the basis of this crisis. It is necessary to find a way to 
bring this into the wider working class movement.

Over the last 30 years or so, we have seen the 
“neoliberalization” of nature. As evolutionary biologist 
Rob Wallace put it in his book Big farms make big flu. 
Like everything else, the natural world has become 
simply another source of immediate profit with the 
longer term costs “socialized”. Economically, that 
means postponing the payment of the economic costs 
and ultimately making society, meaning the working 
class in the main, pay the longer term costs 
economically. Nature, too is being treated the same way,
but there’s a huge difference: If the working class is 
weakened and is not well enough organized, it can be 
made to pay the costs that the capitalists should bear. 
But in the collision between capitalist development and 
the laws of nature, the laws of nature will win every 
single time. No amount of new technology, no number 
of new medicines and vaccines will ultimately 
“conquer” nature. The laws of nature are more 
powerful than capitalism. Period. Their operation 
might be temporarily suppressed in one realm, only to 
reassert themselves ever more powerfully and in an 
even more devastating form in another.

Capitalism is colliding with nature in several 
ways. There are two developments in particular that are 
driving the present pandemic as well as a whole host of 
other new “zoonotic” diseases – diseases that jump the 
species barrier from other animals to human beings. 
These are wild habitat loss and factory farming. If 
these are not reversed, then the rise of even more 
devastating pandemics seems to be just a matter of time.
We can, we must, find a way to start to raise this issue. 

If we do not, we will render ourselves as 
irrelevant as did social democracy in that era 
of 100 years ago.

Factory Farming and NAFTA flu
One of the earliest warnings of the Covid-19 
pandemic was the “swine flu” epidemic of the 
1990s. (The name was subsequently changed 
due to the objections of the hog industry.) This 
flu is caused by the H1N1 virus and, according 
to Wallace, it probably first jumped the species 
barrier in hog factory farms around Veracruz, 
Mexico. On These giant factory farms 
hundreds, maybe even thousands, of pigs are 
packed together like New Yorkers on the 
subway during rush hour. The difference is that 
the pigs live out their entire lives like that, 
eating, breathing, shitting all packed together, 
and with almost no genetic variation.

These factory pig farms replaced the 
small pig farmers in Mexico through the 
process that
NAFTA
accelerated – the
penetration of
Mexico by huge
US agribusiness.
These
agribusinesses
are, in turn,
subsidized by
the US
government,
largely through
the farm bills, and the small pig farmers were 
unable to compete with them.
Wallace explains: “…Industrial livestock appear
ideal populations for supporting virulent 
pathogens. Growing genetic monocultures of 
domestic animals removes whatever immune 
firebreaks may be available to slow down 
transmission. Larger population sizes and 
densities facilitate greater rates of transmission. 
Such crowded conditions depress immune 
response. High throughput [see explanation of 
term below], a part of any industrial production,
provides a continually renewed supply of 
susceptibles [those animals who can catch the 
germ], the fuel for the evolution of virulence 
[deadliness of germ].”1 Let’s break that down:

1 Wallace, Rob. “Big Farms make Big Flu”, pp. 
56-57

Factory pig farms like this 
one are thought to be the 
source of swine flu, AKA 
NAFTA flu.



1.Genetic monoculture: If there is wide genetic
differences in the herd, then if a germ
(“pathogen”) gets a foothold in some of the herd,
the genetic differences can prevent it from
sweeping through the entire herd, just like a fire
break stops a fire from overwhelming an entire
forest. On the other hand, the larger and more
dense the population, the faster the pathogen will
spread.
2.Closely packing the population together
weakens the immune system, and allows the
pathogen to spread more easily.
3.“High throughput” refers to how much faster
animals are slaughtered. According to Wallace, for 
example, chickens used to be slaughtered at 60 days old.
Now, it’s 40. Therefore, the faster an animal (the “host”)
dies, the more easily and quickly the virus has to be able
to be passed on for it to survive in nature. This selects 
for viruses that can be passed on ever more easily and 
ever faster. It might seem that it’s in the virus’s interest 
to evolve into not killing its host since if it does, it can’t 
be passed on. (That’s what the uninformed Richard 
Epstein of the Hoover Institute claims in an 
interview.2) However, how deadly a virus is doesn’t 
matter as long as it can be passed on before it kills its 
host. It is vital, as we will see, to remember this point.

So we see the treating of nature as one more 
exploitable, the rise of world trade (as exemplified by 
NAFTA), the domination of large capitalist enterprises 
in the production of food leading to the domination of 
factory farms have all encouraged the multiplication of 
new zoonotic diseases. Factory farming has also helped 
pave the way for wild habitat loss. The two interact, 
they multiply the effects of each other in the spread of 
zoonotic diseases.

Habitat loss
Some of the genes in this new (“novel”) coronavirus 
that causes Covid-19 seem to show that it passed from 
an animal called a pangolin to humans. Its origin or how
it became pathogenic (making people sick) is not clear. 
According to one article3, it could have become 
pathogenic after it was passed to humans or maybe once
in the pangolins, before it was passed to humans. Also, 
scientists also don’t seem to know whether it was 
passed from bats to pangolins or originated in 
pangolins. In general though, the role of bats is 

2 https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/the-contrarian-  
coronavirus-theory-that-informed-the-trump-
administration

3 https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/03/200317175442.htm?  
fbclid=IwAR28JqPGMPCfpiZ353AhUdUMzZCmONeJAy9K2-
N5WDEYnnxTMQ9wBpuXans

significant since it 
seems that they are 
the host to an 
unusually large 
number of different 
viruses which are the 
cause of many 
zoonotic diseases. 
And bats are coming 
into ever closer 
contact with both 
human beings and 
domesticated animals.

Especially in 
Asia, but world-wide, wild habitat is being 
cleared for agriculture (from everything from 
palm trees for palm oil to cattle raising) as well 
as for real estate development. This is forcing 
bats to change their roosting habits. Whereas a 
bat might in the past have roosted in trees in the
wild, now it might be roosting under the eaves 
of a barn or house.

Bats that eat fruit – fruit bats, also 
known as flying foxes – play a particular role. 
Known as messy eaters, they might drop a piece
of partly eaten fruit, loaded with their saliva, 
over a pig farm, and a pig would then eat those 
remains.

Ebola is an example. According to 
a Nation Magazine article, Ebola was 
found “more likely to occur in places in Central 
and West Africa that have experienced recent 
episodes of deforestation.” Bats are the original 
carrier of the virus. The Nation explains: 
“Cutting down the bats’ forests forces them to 
roost in trees in backyards and farms instead, 
increasing the likelihood that a human might, 
say, take a bite of a piece of fruit covered in bat 
saliva or hunt and slaughter a local bat, 
exposing herself to the microbes sheltering in 
the bat’s tissues. Such encounters allow a host 
of viruses carried harmlessly by bats—
Ebola, Nipah, and Marburg, to name a few—to 
slip into human populations. When such so-
called “spillover” events happen frequently 
enough, animal microbes can adapt to our 
bodies and evolve into human 
pathogens.” Other crossovers can occur if a bat 
drops a piece of partially eaten fruit over a pig 
farm where huge herds of pigs are kept. One of 
the pigs can eat the fruit.

Wild fowl and wetland loss have a 
similar dynamic. As wetlands are developed, 

Bats are a source of viruses for many 
zoonotic diseases. Because of habitat 
destruction, they are driven into ever 
closer contact with domesticated 
animals and with humans.
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wild fowl are forced into closer contact with 
monoculture domesticated fowl, thereby “exporting” 
their pathogens to their domesticated cousins.

The individual small farmer is not the one who 
is responsible for this process. From the jungles of 
Borneo to central Africa to the Amazon, forests are 
being cut down both to make way for industrial 
agriculture and to provide lumber, including valuable 
hardwoods. In other instances, mangrove swamps in 
delta areas are being destroyed to build luxury housing 
on coast lines. Under capitalism, the longer term 
environmental consequences, including the spread of 
zoonotic diseases, cannot be considered. It is private 
profit first, last and always.

In all such cases, the fact of the animals being 
all packed in together also has an impact. It leaves huge 
amounts of animal feces with which the factory farm 
workers come in contact, leading them to acquire 
whatever germs the animals had and excrete.

Covid 19
The virus that causes Covid-19 is called SARS-CoV2. 
Scientists do not know exactly how it transformed, but 
its case is instructive. Basically, it seems to have bits of 
genetic material from bats, pangolins, and possibly 
other animals. This fact shows that it’s highly unlikely 
that it was developed in a lab and escaped from that lab 
accidentally. The fact that the first known cases seem to 
have originated at that “wet market” in Wuhan indicates
that it may have first jumped to humans there. But 
according to a recent presentation by evolutionary 
biologist Rob Wallace, the process may have started in 
Guangdong Province, which is quite a distance from 
Wuhan. The main point is that, as with similar viruses 
that jumped to humans, it was not just a simple process 
of bats to pangolins to humans. According to Wallace, a 
virus can go back and forth, from one species to another
and back again, each time picking up a piece of genetic 
material and shedding
another part. Wallace
compares it to a group of
poker players, passing a
few cards around among
themselves. Most times
they might end up with
“nothing” hands, but
maybe once in a million
times somebody gets a
royal flush. 

Habitat loss and
factory farms that enable
this process a thousand times over, driving it ever faster 
and faster.

Future crises
It’s possible that researchers will come up with 
a vaccine for this virus. Then capitalism will 
say that the danger has passed and we can 
return to business as usual. But new zoonotic 
(animal to human) diseases constantly threaten. 
One such virus from the recent past – the Nipah 
virus – had a mortality rate of 40–75% 
according to the World Health Organization. 

Can you imagine the effect if a new and
as deadly virus jumped the species barrier that 
was as deadly as Nipah and as easily 
transmitted as SARS-CoV2,  the virus that 
causes Covid-19? Or take another example: 
With the feedlot method of raising cattle and 
force feeding them corn comes the necessity of 
giving the cattle antibiotics. This is a major 
factor in the spread of antibiotic resistant 
bacteria. If such bacteria continue to spread, 
then such everyday operations like an 
appendectomy or a knee replacement can 
become life threatening events.
We cannot escape the laws of nature.

Urbanization and “conquering” nature
So, basically, what we have is this: Centuries 
ago, millions of human beings were packed in 
together into large cities where they lived cheek
by jowl in unsanitary conditions. This was the 
urbanization of society, and it was what created 
the conditions for the first mass plagues. Now, 
we have the urbanization of other animals – 
pigs, chickens, cattle (in the feedlots). A similar 
situation has been created.

Urbanization – the driving of masses of 
people out of the country-side – also had a 
cultural impact. It opened the door to the 

illusion that we live outside of nature,
that we can conquer nature like the 
capitalist conquers human labor 
power. And why not think that way 
since that is the view of the capitalist 
– that everything in the world is 
simply there for her or his conquest 
and exploitation?

Karl Marx’s co-thinker, 
Frederick Engels, disputed that view. 
He wrote “Let us not, however, flatter
ourselves overmuch on account of 

our human victories over nature. For each such 
victory nature takes its revenge on us….  Thus 

A cattle feedlot – cruel to animals and a threat 
to human health



at every step we are reminded that we by no means rule 
over nature like a conqueror over a foreign people, like 
someone standing outside nature – but that we, with 
flesh, blood and brain, belong to nature, and exist in its 
midst, and that all our mastery of it consists in the fact 
that we have the advantage over all other creatures of 
being able to learn its laws and apply them correctly.”4

Regenerative Farming
Monoculture agriculture depletes soil fertility and 
health. Ploughing enables the soil to blow away. Ever 
increasing use of pesticides poisons not only human 
beings but also the soil and wild animals from worms to
bees. There is another method: What is known 
as regenerative farming. (This is not the space for an 
extended explanation, but oaklandsocialist has written 
more extensively on it in Global warming, “Grass” 
farming and a planned economy5.) 

Basically, regenerative farming mimics nature, 
rather than trying to conquer it. In their natural state, 
bison used to group together and keep on a constant 
move to find new grazing areas and also to avoid 
predators like wolves and grizzly bears. In a similar 
way, the regenerative farmer groups his or her cattle 
together and moves them from one field (“paddock”) to 
another every few days. They move into each paddock 
different animals – chickens, pigs and others – each of 
which plays a role in revitalizing the soil. Regenerative 
farmers do not plough the soil. Instead, they use seed 
drills. Through these and similar methods, they can 
actually restore soil health and also, these methods 
enable the soil to capture huge amounts of carbon 
dioxide.

These methods directly relate to the dominant 
cattle industry in the US. In the giant feedlots, cattle are 
more or less force-fed corn and corn derivatives, which 
is a food cattle don’t naturally eat. (They naturally eat 
grass.) Because of this, the cattle tend to get sick, and 
therefore it’s necessary to give them antibiotics. This 
then encourages the rise of antibiotic resistant bacteria.

There are powerful forces aligned against 
regenerative farming. These include agribusiness and 
the chemical/pesticide companies. For it to really 
become the dominant form of agriculture, a mass 
movement would be necessary. (We urge the reader to 
read the article referred to above to more fully 
understand the method and the politics involved.)

The main point, though, is that socialists – and 
Marxists among them – must start to raise these issues 

4 Frederick Engels, “Part played by labour in the transition from ape to 
man”, available online.

5 https://oaklandsocialist.com/2019/09/17/global-warming-grass-farming-  
and-a-planned-economy/

and raise some related transitional demands. 
This won’t be easy since it seems so foreign to 
the actual working class movement. The very 
fact that it seems so foreign makes raising these
issues all the more important. So, yes, we have 
to deal with and help build the immediate 
struggles, but in the course of it, we have to find
a way to link it to these deeper issues.

Program
Workers need a fighting program to start 
organizing on the job. This includes

• Worker safety committees to 
determine and enforce safety 
conditions on all jobs;

• Worker walk-offs where safety 

conditions are not met
• Link up worker safety committees 

with community mutual aid groups.
• For a mass working class party.

Urban workers will have to link up with rural 
workers and small farmers.

 End the farm assistance program, 
which is just a public subsidy to 
agribusiness and encourages factory 
farming.

 Public funding for education and 
development of regenerative farming.

 Link up urban and rural youth.
 Build direct links between farm 

workers and small farmers around 
the world and between all workers 
worldwide.

For socialism!
 Expropriate agribusiness.
 Encourage and subsidize 

regenerative farming.
 For a democratically run plan for 

food production and land use, 
controlled and managed by the 
workers themselves.

 For full socialism; end the chaos and 
destruction of the for-profit “free” 
market system.

https://oaklandsocialist.com/2019/09/17/global-warming-grass-farming-and-a-planned-economy/
https://oaklandsocialist.com/2019/09/17/global-warming-grass-farming-and-a-planned-economy/


A wave of strikes and walk-outs that is unprecedented in
numbers is sweeping the United States. It’s largely 
flown under the radar because the capitalist press in 
general isn’t reporting on it and even the most liberal of 
capitalist politicians (e.g. Governors Cuomo and 
Newsom) won’t comment on it. Yet despite the 
unprecedented (in many, many decades) numbers, an 
even bigger and nationally-coordinated similar wave 
will be necessary if workers
aren’t to lose even more than
they already have.

By far, the best source
for following this strike wave is
Paydayreport.com.
(Oaklandsocialist urges readers
to subscribe to their daily
updates and send a little money
their way.) Their May 6 update,
for example, reports that there
have been over 184 strikes and
worker protests and walk-outs.
These include trash haulers in
New Orleans and workers in a
chicken packing plant in South
Carolina. They also report:
“Over the last two weeks, the
number of confirmed COVID-19
cases has exploded in rural
Central North Carolina, where
meat processing plants like
Mountaire [Farms]’s dot the
landscape. According to one
Chatham County hospital
worker who spoke to Prism on
condition of anonymity because they did not have 
authorization to speak to the media, large numbers of 
workers and their family members are showing up to 
health care facilities infected with COVID-19 and the 
disease has now spread far beyond the confines of 
processing plants.”

While workers in the meat packing industry are 
under the most dangerous conditions, others have also 
protested. Amazon warehouse workers walked off, 
and in one instance a group of Amazon tech workers 
joined them in solidarity. Nurses have also protested, 
for example nurses at United Hospital in Minneapolis 
protested being prohibited from wearing surgical scrubs.
(They didn’t want to take their own working clothes 

home and risk infecting their families.) One 
nurse, Cliff Willmeng, was fired. Garbage 
workers in New Orleans struck. In this case, 
the garbage collection is privatized and the 
workers work for a temp agency and are paid 
$10.25 per hour. The workers were actually 
replaced by prison labor!

Probably the only 
worse situation than 
that of the meat 
packing workers is 
that for prisoners. 
The horrible 
conditions in prison, 
with people packed 
in like so many 
sardines in a can is 
an invitation for 
Covid-19 to spread, 
and spread it is 
doing. Vice.com 
reports that at least 
46 prisoners at a 
federal prison in 
Oakdale LA have 
tested positive, five 
have already died 
and 16 of them have 
been hospitalized. 
The result was a 
revolt by the 
prisoners.6 A similar 
situation in a state 

prison in Monroe County, WA led to a similar 
revolt,7 and in the Lansing Correctional Facility 
in Kansas, prisoners rioted8 (the only outlet 
open to them).

Prisoners in the ICE prison camps are 
facing even worse conditions. The result has 

6https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/akwm4j/  
inmates-revolted-against-a-  federal-prisons-  
coronavirus-response-they-got-tear-gassed
7https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/inmates-monroe-  
correctional-facility-cause-disturbance-set-fires/
KE7SB3ME75GCJFSNZ5YGQQLCBY/ 

8https://thehill.com/homenews/news/492197-inmates-  
break-windows-set-fires-in-riot-at-kansas-prison 

Unprecedented wave of worker strikes and walk-
offs sweeps the nation
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been a hunger strike at at least one such camp – the 
Adelanto, California ICE prison camp (called a 
“detention center”).9

The majority of these protests seem to be in 
non-union work places, and in the places where the 
workers have a union, there is no record of the union 
leadership playing any role in organizing or even 
encouraging the protests and walk-outs. All the union 
leaders do is appeal to the governor or the employers to 
ensure safe conditions. If the politicians and the 
employers were going to do that, they would have done 
so already. Even New York governor Andrew Cuomo, in
his famous daily press briefings has completely ignored 
the situation of the Amazon warehouse workers.

But while this pandemic was not a planned 
attack on the working class, what will follow it is. In her
ground-breaking book “The Shock Doctrine”, Naomi 
Klein explains how the capitalist class uses any sort of 
shock to attack the working class. She explains how a 
year and a half after Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans 
had succeeded in privatizing nearly the entire public 
education system in that city. Something similar will be 
coming in the coming months.

Take California education, for example: 
According to edsource.org “With health and human 
services caseloads and COVID-19 expenses to cost $13 
billion and state revenues to fall $41 billion, the state 
will face a $54 billion budget deficit for 2019-20 and 
2020-21, according to the forecast.” The result is that 
“Instead of $3 billion more in funding next year, 
officials from Gov. Gavin Newsom’s administration are 
now projecting possibly $18 billion less over two years 
for K-12 and community colleges.”10

In other words, what’s coming is
a massive slashing of the education
budget and of social services in general. 

It is similar in New York State,
where a $15 billion deficit is projected.11

Workers are already being made to pay
as 80,000 public workers will now not
see the raises they were expecting.
Meanwhile, on his daily press interviews,
watched by 4.7 million on Facebook and
Twitter alone12. But Cuomo never
mentions the plight of Amazon workers
nor the situation of Jeff Bezos, who is

9https://prospect.org/justice/hunger-striking-ice-  
detainees-demand-coronavirus-answers/ 
10https://edsource.org/2020/gov-newsom-now-projects-18-billion-  
less-in-required-funding-for-k-12-community-colleges/631095

11https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/ny-state-of-  
politics/2020/04/14/the-state-is-broke-and-upstate-counties-are-
worried 

“worth” $148.4 billion13 – in other words, 
enough to pay the deficits of both California 
and New York states.

Workers can start preparing now for 
these future battles by building the movement 
of the present. 

Workers in struggle can link up with 
each other
Organize solidarity car caravans to workers 
working under dangerous conditions, especially 
meat packing workers

 Organize solidarity car caravans to 
workers at meat packing plants and 
their communities.

 Organize a one-day walkout of all 
workers

 No workers forced back to work if 
they feel conditions are unsafe; 
continue unemployment benefits

 No full opening of non-essential 
private businesses until all 
government offices are considered 
safe to open

 Protest disastrous conditions at 
prisons and ICE prison camps

 Build a movement to demand “take it
from the rich” when state budget cuts
in education and social services are 
announced.

 Make the unions really fight for the 
members!

 Organize to shut down all but the 
most essential services.

12https://www.syracuse.com/coronavirus/2020/03/digital-  
views-for-cuomos-daily-coronavirus-briefings-near-1m-a-
day.html 

13https://www.wsj.com/articles/elon-musk-techs-cash-  
poor-billionaire-11588967043

Workers are striking and walking off all across the US
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Updates

“Plandemic & Judy Mikovits propaganda
A new movie , “Plandemic” is coming out. It is 

an interview with the former scientist turned far right 
propagandist/conspiracy theorist Judy Mikovits. She 
was a microbiolgist who studied various viruses. Her 
main claim to fame was a study she published 
supposedly showing that a virus called XMR caused 
chronic fatigue syndrome. Nobody else could replicate 
(repeat) her results, and it was later found that her 
findings were due to sloppy work. She, herself, retracted
the paper, but now she’s claiming she was victimized. 
She’s also claiming being victimized for a false arrest, 
although she was evidently arrested for having stolen 
some material from the lab where she worked.14

Although Mikovits denies it, she is now mixed 
with the anti-vaccination crowd, giving regular speeches
at their meetings. This is the same crowd that joined 
with Trumpsters, racists and others to protest in 
Sacramento on May 9, demanding that the state be 
“opened”, meaning forcing workers to return to work 
under unsafe conditions.

Her claims in this movie (a preview has been 
released already) are totally unreliable. She claims that 
SARS-CoV2 cannot have evolved naturally, that it must
have been created in a laboratory. There is no evidence 
whatsoever for this claim, nor to the claim that it would 
have taken 500 years for it to have evolved naturally.

She claims that the number of deaths from 
Covid-19 is vastly overcounted. In fact, if the total 
number of deaths from all causes in March of this year 
is compared to the same total in March of 2019, it’s 
clear that if anything the number of Covid-19 deaths is 
undercounted.

Here whole story builds up to this claim: “The 
game is to prevent the therapies until everyone is 
infected, then push the vaccines.” But this makes no 
sense at all. Once everybody is infected, then there is no
point in vaccinating anybody!

14 https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/fact-  
checking-judy-mikovits-controversial-virologist-
attacking-anthony-fauci-viral?
fbclid=IwAR3CA5eQUp5nwPLmJJ1wn-
9bU6gaBWQqrzAsCKasiZBFLBVzYFmcRxEUM-o#

Basically, what Minkovits is doing is 
giving a pseudo-scientific justification for the 
drive of Trump and a layer of big business to 
force workers back to work regardless of if it 
will kill them or not.

Fauci & Birx capitulating to Trump
The top two scientists on Trump’s team,

Dr. Deborah Birx, White House coronavirus 
task force response coordinator, and Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, have done 
their level best to keep on Trump’s good side. 
That was the game played by John Kelly, H.R. 
McMaster and other “adults in the room” who 
went along with Trump publicly in the hopes of 
influencing him in private. It didn’t work with 
them and it’s not working with Fauci and Birx. 
Instead, he will be using them to advance his 
own agency

In an interview in early May, Fauci had 
to admit that “lives could have been saved” had 
Trump acted earlier. The next day, at one of 
Trump’s press conferences with him looking on,
Fauci had to recant, saying it was a “poor 
choice of words.” More recently, he has gone 
along with Trump’s prohibiting him from 
appearing before a House Committee. He 
should have followed the example of State 
Department officials who simply defied a 
similar ban during the impeachment hearings.

As for Birx, when she was asked about 
Trump’s suggestions that people inject cleaning 
fluid, she complained that the press was being 
too “slicey and dicey” and that there was no 
problem because Trump was just “processing” 
these ideas. More recently, when it was revealed
that a CDC report giving guidelines for how and
on what basis businesses could be reopened had
been buried, she said “No one has stopped those
guidelines. We’re still in editing. It was more 
about simplification.”

Trump is using these scientists to 
advance his own agenda.

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/fact-checking-judy-mikovits-controversial-virologist-attacking-anthony-fauci-viral?fbclid=IwAR3CA5eQUp5nwPLmJJ1wn-9bU6gaBWQqrzAsCKasiZBFLBVzYFmcRxEUM-o#
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/fact-checking-judy-mikovits-controversial-virologist-attacking-anthony-fauci-viral?fbclid=IwAR3CA5eQUp5nwPLmJJ1wn-9bU6gaBWQqrzAsCKasiZBFLBVzYFmcRxEUM-o#
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/fact-checking-judy-mikovits-controversial-virologist-attacking-anthony-fauci-viral?fbclid=IwAR3CA5eQUp5nwPLmJJ1wn-9bU6gaBWQqrzAsCKasiZBFLBVzYFmcRxEUM-o#


Other oaklandsocialist pamphlets:

Chile Awakens – A collection of eyewitness reports of the Chilean uprising of 2019,

Putin, Assad and the Syrian Disaster – Explains the rise of the Putin capitalist 
dictatorship, his role in supporting fascism around the world and in supporting the 
mass torturer Assad.

What is Revolution? - Explains the nature of the capitalist government, what a real 
revolution is and how revolutions have historically developed.

The New Apartheid – The origins of Zionism and the rise of the State of Israel.

The Environmentalist Manifesto – Explains the pro-capitalist nature of the major 
environmentalist groups & calls for an ecosocialist program.

What Happened to Our Unions? - Explains how the union bureaucracy gaines 
power in the unions, how they remain convinced that the unions must be part of a 
“team” with the employers, and how the membership can organize to transform their 
unions.

How Did We Become Humans? - Explains how labor created human beings. 
Written mainly (but not only) for younger readers.

What is Socialism? - Explains the basics of the capitalist system and how 
socialism fundamentally differs.

All available online at: www.oaklandsocialist.com
For more information or for feedback, write: oaklandsocialist@gmail.com

Check out other articles on oaklandsocialist.com, including:
• Coronavirus and the battle for hearts and minds – explains the confusions in the US working class 

and the role of the union leadership
• Covid-19 and the science we need to understand it – reviews two key books, authored by Rob 

Wallace and Theo Colborn
• Back-to-work protests a threat to all workers – a

program for how workers can stop the far right
bigots who are trying to get the economy
“reopened”.

• Covid-19 in various industries – reports from
workers in construction, grocery and in a factory
on conditions in their industry in this crisis. 

• And much more – Regular updates on events as
they occur

All available online at
www.oaklandsocialist.com

contact us at oaklandsocialist@gmail.com

http://www.oaklandsocialist.com/
http://www.oaklandsocialist.com/

	Covid-19: The Capitalist Pandemic

