
Dear (Representative/Senator)

The ongoing impeachment inquiry is galvanizing public 
attention. As with all the scandals involving Trump, 
including his withdrawal of troops from Syria, this inquiry 
will inevitably touch on Trump’s relationship with Putin. 
This relationship has been much discussed both in the 
media and by different politicians. What has been lacking, 
however, is an explanation of why Trump has that link, 
why it seems at times that Putin is pulling his strings. 
Without that explanation, the link itself remains unclear to 
many.

We believe that that link can only be explained by the fact 
that Trump served for many years as a money launderer 
for Russian mafia investors.

This is not some wild conspiracy theory. It has been 
documented on several instances, possibly earliest on the 
reliable web site “WhoWhatWhy.org” (https://
whowhatwhy.org/2017/03/27/fbi-cant-tell-trump-russia/) as 
long ago as April of 2017. More recently, this was 
documented in a Memorandum that was co-authored by 
the former Federal Prosecuting Attorney Dennis Aftergut. 
That memorandum was sent to Representative Jackie 
Speier, in January of 2018, and it was forwarded to 
Representative Barbara Lee, shortly later. Unfortunately, it 
received no response from either representative.



 Aftergut and his co-author, Tom Adams, open their 
memorandum with the statement: “Investments by Donald 
Trump and the Trump Organization reveal patterns highly 
suggestive of criminal conduct, particularly of money 
laundering…. Russians play a predominant role. Some of 
these Russians had links to Vladimir Putin. Trump’s 
involvement with Russians goes back decades.”

Aftergut and Adams discuss the role of Trump’s casinos. 
They point out that casinos, because of their nature, are a 
hotspot for money laundering and that Trump’s Taj Mahal 
Casino has been repeatedly fined for the Bank Secrecy 
Act, which serves to inhibit money laundering. As they 
point out, “The records that might have identified illicit 
practices did not exist [for the Taj Mahal], making money 
laundering difficult to prove.”

However, possibly the major means of Trump’s money 
laundering has been through his real estate dealings 
(which could also be related to why he refuses to release 
his tax returns). As Adams and Aftergut point out, “Over 
the years, sixty-three buyers with Russian addresses or 
passports spent $98 million on Trump properties in south 
Florida [alone].” They detail the Rybolovlev $95 million 
purchase of a Trump property in Florida. The only 
reasonable way to explain the excessive purchase price is 
that it was done to launder Russian roubles into US 
dollars.

The authors discuss several other Trump construction 



projects, including the SoHo condo in New York City, a 
project in Panama (a notorious money laundering haven), 
a hotel in Toronto and one in Baku, Azarbaijan. The 
Memorandum clearly outlines the facts related to money 
laundering regarding these projects. These facts led them 
to write, “Mauricio Ceballos, a former financial crimes 
prosecutor in Panama has called the Trump Ocean Club in 
Panama City ‘a vehicle for money laundering.’”

As is so often the case with criminals, the Trumps 
themselves have bragged about their behavior. As long 
ago as 2008, Donald Trump Jr. had said “Russians make 
up a pretty disproportionate cross section of a lot of our 
assets.” And according to a column in the Washington 
Post (11/2/2017), Trump had said at a real estate 
conference in 2013 “The Russian market is attracted to 
me.”

And a February 18, 2018 column in the NY Times by 
Thomas Friedman posed the matter clearly: Friedman 
raised the possibility that “Trump’s real estate empire has 
taken [such] large amounts of money from shady oligarchs 
linked to the Kremlin - so much that they literally own him.”

The WhoWhatWhy article goes into even more extensive 
detail. The key player, the main nexus between Trump and 
the Russian mafia investors is Felix Sater of Bayrock. 
Today, Trump claims he barely knew and can hardly 
remember Sater. Sater remains such a touchy subject that 
Trump once walked off a TV show when Sater’s name was 



mentioned. Contrary to Trump’s claims, however, Sater 
had an office right below Trump’s in Trump Tower and his 
business card advertised himself as “senior Advisor to 
Donald Trump”, and he has been pictured together with 
Trump on several occasions, including at the SoHo launch 
party. 

Sater is a convicted felon, as well as having served as an 
FBI informant. There is much information on the Trump-
Sater connection in Craig Unger’s book “House of Trump 
House of Putin”. Sater’s father was Michael Sheferovsky, 
a Russian black marketeer, who was also associated with 
Semion Mogilevich, known as the boss of bosses of the 
Russian mafia. As Unger explains, “Trump worked closely 
with Bayrock [i.e., with Sater] on real estate ventures in 
Russia, Ukraine and Poland.” It is apparent that it was 
Sater who served as the principal go-between between 
Trump and the Russian mafia and Putin in Trump’s 
interests in investing throughout Eastern Europe.

During the time of the Mueller hearings, Sater was 
scheduled to testify but that was called off. We think he 
should be called before the House at this time, in 
connection with explaining Trump’s links with the Kremlin.

We are concerned about the lack of investigating of 
Trump’s money laundering past, given the fact money 
laundering is so extremely prevalent in the US real estate 
industry. Unger estimates that this industry launders some 
$300 billion per year in Russian mafia money alone. And, 



according to the Washington Examiner  https://
www.washingtonexaminer.com/money-laundering-is-
shaping-us-cities (3/27/2017), “thirty percent of the cash 
purchases of high-end real estate by shell companies in 
six major cities involved a suspicious buyer, according to 
an investigation conducted by the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network… In other words, money laundering 
plays a significant role in shaping U.S. cities.”

We urge you to see to it that congress will now start to 
investigate and expose this issue so that the American 
public can fully understand who Donald Trump really is 
and why he so often dances to Vladimir Putin’s tune.


