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On Sunday, Nov. 24, the US and Iranian regimes reached a deal concerning Iran's development of 
nuclear energy, specifically its refining of nuclear fuel. Three days later, the Obama administration sent 
two B 52 bombers to fly over the Diaoyu/Sankaku Islands in the South China Sea, in a direct challenge 
to the Chinese regime.

Shift to Asia
While the specific act might not be connected, there is a direct link in a more general sense. 

Gerald Seib, chief Washington correspondent for the Wall St. Journal, makes it clear: In an article 
entitled "Allies Fear a U.S. Pullback in Mideast", Seib writes, "the concerns about America's long-term 
commitment in the region aren't illogical…. Americans' appetite for continuing their traditional leading 
role also appears to have been eroded by both continuing economic strains at home and the slow but 
steady move toward a greater energy independence that lessens U.S. dependence on Middle East oil…. 
Meanwhile, President Obama and his top aides have talked for several years about leading a pivot in 
American foreign policy toward Asia—and, implicitly, away from its traditional fixation with problems 
in the Middle East."

Iran a Regional Power?
Seib makes clear that the issue with the Iranian regime is not simply about their obtaining 

nuclear arms; it is about Iran becoming a regional power capable of challenging Israel in the economic 
and political realm. But in order to do so, it must be able to stand up to Israel militarily, and since Israel 
is a nuclear nation, Iran cannot do so without nuclear weapons itself. Previously, US capitalism was 
absolutely determined that no power in the region should be able to challenge its one stable and reliable 
ally – Israel. Now, that is not quite as important due to the US's increased domestic oil production. Nor 
is it as possible, due to an increased priority to focus on the rivalry with Chinese capitalism.

And turning towards Asia is what US capitalism's president is doing, 
with a plan to have 60% of deployed US naval vessels in the Pacific 
by 2020.1

US admirel Jonathan Greenert made matters clear. When 
commenting on this redeployment, he noted that China 'if not 
handled correctly "could turn into a potential adversary."'2

1http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303552104577439943137674490
2http://www.defensenews.com/article/20130507/DEFREG02/305070023/
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This shift also has implications for both the Mid East powers as well as for the EU. The latter is 
moving closer to the Israeli regime, with which it is seeking closer trade relations. "The EU and Israel 
committed themselves to establishing a partnership which provides for close political and mutually 
beneficial trade and investment relations together with economic, social, financial, civil scientific, 
technological and cultural cooperation.

The Action Plan concluded with Israel helped give new energy and focus to EU-Israel relations. 
Its objective is to gradually integrate Israel into European policies and programmes, " writes the 
eubusiness.com journal. Thus it is that French president Hollande recently concluded a friendly trip to 
Israel and the EU as a whole just concluded a deal that will free up millions of dollars of aid to Israel.

This deal is made necessary for US capitalism due to the rising power 
of Chinese capitalism; it is made possible by the increased production 
of oil and natural gas in the United States. Much of this increase is due 
to the development of the environmentally disastrous practice of 
fracking. There should be no illusions, therefore, in any politicians of 
either party, therefore, regarding fracking; the US-Iran deal and the 
naval shift towards China show the absolute commitment of Corporate 

America - US capitalism - and its representatives to further develop fracking, 
including off shore.

As for more general perspectives, this shows once again, the tendency towards war between US 
and Chinese capitalism. That won't happen in the immediate future, but we can see which way the wind 
is blowing. 

No matter if we are considering the immediate environmental destruction from fracking and 
similar practices, or the even more serious destruction by all-out war, capitalism and disaster are 
increasingly becoming synonymous.
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