
Murder in Greece
Two members of the 
Greek fascist group 
"Golden Dawn" have 
been shot dead on the 
street. There should be no 
mistake about who 
Golden Dawn is. We do 
not use the term "fascist" 
lightly, but it fits them. 
They have carried out 
assaults on immigrants in 
Greece. They are 
responsible for the murder of a popular, 
leftist rapper, Pavlos Fyssas, 34, whose 
stage name was Killah P. Golden Dawn is the bitter 
enemy of the workers movement in general. However, 
this sort of individual murder has to be viewed 
thoughtfully. Below, Roger Silverman, one of the 
founding members of the Workers International 
Network, comments:

This murder bears all the hallmarks of a cynical operation 
by a faction of the state machine. It looks suspiciously 
similar to the infamous assassination of the left MP 
Lambrakis in 1963, which created turmoil and instability 
culminating in the military coup of 1967.
 
On the other hand, it can’t be ruled out that some anarchist 
sect really did organise the attack as a reprisal for the 
murder of Pavlos Fyssas… nor of course that it was state 
provocateurs masquerading as anarchists.
 
I heard an interview on the BBC this morning with a 
representative of SYRIZA. She condemned the attack, but 
completely missed the opportunity to expose it as a likely 
provocation or warn of the dangers ahead. In fact, when 
asked specifically whether this event might bring nearer 
the threat of either civil war or a military coup (hardly 
fanciful speculations, both having already happened in 
Greece within living memory), she emphatically ruled out 
both possibilities.
 
Of course, we should be especially wary of making 

categorical assumptions from afar. 
Nevertheless, I suspect that SYRIZA 
may have consistently 
underestimated the threat in the 
years ahead of a new military coup. 
I have heard them more than once 
dismissing the idea and insisting 
that the officers were sympathetic to 
SYRIZA. The fact is, in the period 
1963-7 too, sections of the junior 
officers were sympathetic to the left; 
they even made a clumsy attempt to 

organise themselves in the secret network known 
as “Aspida” (the shield) in an attempt to forestal 

a coup. But without a clear revolutionary lead, and a mass 
mobilisation of the rank and file soldiers, the secret 
waverings of a clique of junior army officers counted for 
nothing against the overpowering decisive force of the 
colonels.
 
Today, what is needed from SYRIZA is not passive appeals 
for calm but a clear call to revolution. Otherwise, history 
could repeat itself.    
 
Is it inconceivable that under the impact of a new crisis 
and renewed demands from the troika for even more 
draconic cuts, a military junta could take over, with a 
programme to crush workers’ resistance while at the same 
time perhaps exiting the Euro and restoring the drachma, 
in a desperate attempt to assert Greek sovereignty?

We would only add to his comments that, of course, every 
situation is different, but historical analogies are also 
helpful. In the early 1970s, socialist Salvador Allende came 
to power in Chile. As society moved deeper into crisis, it 
became clear that a settling of accounts was near. Rather 
than arming the masses of workers, rather than helping 
them organize a popular resistance including linking up 
with the rank and file of the military, Allende claimed that 
the "democratic traditions" of the generals would prevent a 
coup. No coward, Allende paid for this mistake with his 
life, as did tens of thousands of other Chileans.
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